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reflect

A man fell among thieves on the 
Jericho road and was left for dead.  
Who was neighbor to him, asks Jesus?

Not proper religious types, but the 
unlikely passer by—the despised, 
outcast Samaritan who acknowledged 
the real human plight that bound him 
to a stranger, rather than being bound 
by ancient hatreds that separated them.

Thomas Cahill asks a stunning 
“what if?”  What if—right from 
the beginning—Christians had 
put kindness ahead of devotion to 
good order, theological correctness 
and our own justifications? What 
if kindness was the first measure 
of faith—not sentimental gestures 
or self righteous pious deeds, but a 
costly tending to the stranger, the 

other, to a neighbor in need who 
is my neighbor, simply because 
another human being needs me? 

What if? 

What kind of world would this be?

Excerpted from a 30 Good Minutes 
broadcast in 2008.

“Kindness First”
Joy Rogers


